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eral Employees’ Group Life Insurance Act of 1954, as
amended, and the Federal Employees’ Health Benefits
Act of 1959, as amended, respectively, on authority of
sec. 7(b) of Pub. L. 89-554, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, the
first section of which enacted Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Certain functions of Clerk of House of Representa-
tives transferred to Director of Non-legislative and Fi-
nancial Services by section 7 of House Resolution No.
423, One Hundred Second Congress, Apr. 9, 1992. Direc-
tor of Non-legislative and Financial Services replaced
by Chief Administrative Officer of House of Representa-
tives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred Fourth
Congress, Jan. 4, 1995.

§130b. Jury and witness service by Senate and
House employees

(a) Definitions

For purposes of this section—

(1) ‘““employee’” means any individual whose
pay is disbursed by the Secretary of the Sen-
ate or the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives; and

(2) ‘“‘court of the United States’” has the
meaning given it by section 4561 of title 28 and
includes the United States District Court for
the District of the Canal Zone, the District
Court of Guam, and the District Court of the
Virgin Islands.

(b) Service as juror or witness in connection
with a judicial proceeding; prohibition
against reduction of pay

The pay of an employee shall not be reduced
during a period of absence with respect to which
the employee is summoned (and permitted to re-
spond to such summons by the appropriate au-
thority of the House of the Congress disbursing
his pay), in connection with a judicial proceed-
ing by a court or authority responsible for the
conduct of that proceeding, to serve—

(1) as a juror; or

(2) other than as provided in subsection (c)
of this section, as a witness on behalf of any
party in connection with any judicial proceed-
ing to which the United States, the District of
Columbia, or a State or local government is a
party;

in the District of Columbia, a State, territory,
or possession of the United States including the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Canal Zone,
or the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. For
purposes of this subsection, ‘‘judicial proceed-
ing”’ means any action, suit, or other judicial
proceeding, including any condemnation, pre-
liminary, informational, or other proceeding of
a judicial nature, but does not include an admin-
istrative proceeding.

(e) Official duty

An employee is performing official duty dur-
ing the period with respect to which he is sum-
moned (and is authorized to respond to such
summons by the House of the Congress disburs-
ing his pay), or is assigned by such House, to—

(1) testify or produce official records on be-
half of the United States or the District of Co-
lumbia; or

(2) testify in his official capacity or produce
official records on behalf of a party other than
the United States or the District of Columbia.
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(d) Prohibition on receipt of jury or witness fees

(1) An employee may not receive fees for serv-
ice—
(A) as juror in a court of the United States
or the District of Columbia; or
(B) as a witness on behalf of the United
States or the District of Columbia.

(2) If an employee receives an amount (other
than travel expenses) for service as a juror or
witness during a period in which his pay may
not be reduced under subsection (b) of this sec-
tion, or for which he is performing official duty
under subsection (c¢) of this section, the em-
ployee shall remit such amount to the officer
who disburses the pay of the employee, which
amount shall be covered into the general fund of
the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts.

(e) Travel expenses

(1) An employee summoned (and authorized to
respond to such summons by the House of the
Congress disbursing his pay), or assigned by
such House, to testify or produce official records
on behalf of the United States is entitled to
travel expenses. If the case involves an activity
in connection with which he is employed, the
travel expenses shall be paid from funds other-
wise available for the payment of travel ex-
penses of such House in accordance with travel
regulations of that House. If the case does not
involve such an activity, the department, agen-
cy, or independent establishment of the United
States on whose behalf he is so testifying or pro-
ducing records shall pay to the employee his
travel expenses out of appropriations otherwise
available, and in accordance with regulation ap-
plicable, to that department, agency, or inde-
pendent establishment for the payment of travel
expenses.

(2) An employee summoned (and permitted to
respond to such summons by the House of the
Congress disbursing his pay), or assigned by
such House, to testify in his official capacity or
produce official records on behalf of a party
other than the United States, is entitled to trav-
el expenses, unless any travel expenses are paid
to the employee for his appearance by the court,
authority, or party which caused him to be sum-
moned.

(f) Rules and regulations

The Committee on Rules and Administration
of the Senate and the Committee on House Ad-
ministration of the House of Representatives are
authorized to prescribe, for employees of their
respective Houses, such rules and regulations as
may be necessary to carry out the provisions of
this section.

(g) Congressional consent not conferred for pro-
duction of official records or to testimony
concerning activities related to employment

No provision of this section shall be construed
to confer the consent of either House of the Con-
gress to the production of official records of that
House or to testimony by an employee of that
House concerning activities related to his em-
ployment.

(Pub. L. 91-563, §6, Dec. 19, 1970, 84 Stat. 1478;
Pub. L. 94-310, §2, June 15, 1976, 90 Stat. 687.)
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REFERENCES IN TEXT

For definition of Canal Zone, referred to in subsec.
(b), see section 3602(b) of Title 22, Foreign Relations
and Intercourse.

AMENDMENTS

1976—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 94-310 substituted ‘‘other
than as provided in subsection (c¢) of this section, as a
witness on behalf of any party in connection with any
judicial proceeding to which the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, or a State or local government is a
party”’ for ‘‘as a witness on behalf of a party other than
the United States, the District of Columbia, or a pri-
vate party’’.

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on House Administration of House of Rep-
resentatives treated as referring to Committee on
House Oversight of House of Representatives by section
1(a) of Pub. L. 104-14, set out as a note preceding sec-
tion 21 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT

Section 4 of Pub. L. 94-310 provided that: ‘‘The
amendments made by this Act [amending this section
and sections 6322 and 8906 of Title 5, Government Orga-
nization and Employees] shall take effect on October 1,
1976, or on the date of the enactment of this Act [June
15, 1976], whichever date is later.”

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Certain functions of Clerk of House of Representa-
tives transferred to Director of Non-legislative and Fi-
nancial Services by section 7 of House Resolution No.
423, One Hundred Second Congress, Apr. 9, 1992. Direc-
tor of Non-legislative and Financial Services replaced
by Chief Administrative Officer of House of Representa-
tives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred Fourth
Congress, Jan. 4, 1995.

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title
48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

TERMINATION OF UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR
THE DISTRICT OF THE CANAL ZONE

For termination of the United States District Court
for the District of the Canal Zone at end of the ‘‘transi-
tion period”’, being the 30 month period beginning Oct.
1, 1979, and ending midnight Mar. 31, 1982, see Para-
graph 5 of Article XI of the Panama Canal Treaty of
1977 and sections 3831 and 3841 to 3843 of Title 22, For-
eign Relations and Intercourse.

CROSS REFERENCES

Leave for jury or witness service to employees of
agencies generally, see section 6322 of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees.

§130c. Waiver by Secretary of Senate of claims of
United States arising out of erroneous pay-
ments to Vice President, Senator, or Senate
employee paid by Secretary of Senate

(a) Waiver of claim for erroneous payment of pay
or allowances

A claim of the United States against a person
arising out of an erroneous payment of any pay
or allowances, other than travel and transpor-
tation expenses and allowances, on or after July
25, 1974, to the Vice President, a Senator, or to
an officer or employee whose pay is disbursed by
the Secretary of the Senate, the collection of
which would be against equity and good con-
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science and not in the best interests of the
United States, may be waived in whole or in
part by the Secretary of the Senate, if the claim
is not the subject of an exception made by the
Comptroller General in the account of any ac-
countable officer or official. An application for
waiver shall be investigated by the Financial
Clerk of the Senate who shall submit a written
report of his investigation to the Secretary of
the Senate. An application for waiver of a claim
in an amount aggregating more than $1,500 shall
also be investigated by the Comptroller General
of the United States who shall submit a written
report of his investigation to the Secretary of
the Senate.

(b) Prohibition of waiver

The Secretary of the Senate may not exercise
his authority under this section to waive any
claim—

(1) if, in his opinion, there exists, in connec-
tion with the claim, an indication of fraud,
misrepresentation, fault, or lack of good faith
on the part of the Vice President, the Senator,
the officer or employee, or any other person
having an interest in obtaining a waiver of the
claim; or

(2) if the application for waiver is received in
his office after the expiration of 3 years imme-
diately following the date on which the erro-
neous payment of pay or allowances was dis-
covered.

(c) Credit for waiver

In the audit and settlement of accounts of any
accountable officer or official, full credit shall
be given for any amounts with respect to which
collection by the United States is waived under
this section.

(d) Effect of waiver

An erroneous payment, the collection of which
is waived under this section, is deemed a valid
payment for all purposes.

(e) Construction with other laws

This section does not affect any authority
under any other law to litigate, settle, com-
promise, or waive any claim of the United
States.

(f) Rules and regulations

The Secretary of the Senate shall promulgate
rules and regulations to carry out the provisions
of this section.

(Pub. L. 93-359, §2, July 25, 1974, 88 Stat. 394;
Pub. L. 103-69, title III, §315, Aug. 11, 1993, 107
Stat. 713.)

AMENDMENTS

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-69 substituted ‘‘$1,500"
for <“$500"".

CROSS REFERENCES

Claims for overpayment of pay or allowances to em-
ployees of agencies generally, see section 5584 of Title
5, Government Organization and Employees.



